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The aim of this study was to identify factors influencing the formation of

religious identity of Karaj’s students. The population consisted of Karaj’s

high schools with cluster sampling from three regions uptown, downtown

and inner-town, three schools were selected.

The method of research was mixed method and research tools were
questionnaire and interview. At first for selecting the research sample, we

used the Khodayarifard et al (2010) religiosity questionnaire that was
executed on the high school fourth-grade students those were totally 230

individuals with the age average of 17 and acquired in theory field
(mathematics, science and humanities). After the execution of religiosity

questionnaire, 65 individuals who received the highest score in the
religiosity questionnaire were selected and each person responded separately

to the questions about effective religious identity formation resources which
were made by the researcher (a Semi-structured questionnaire were adjusted

according to contributing sociological factors to the formation of religious
identity and the final form was used after using the highly qualified experts’

opinions) in a 15-minute session. Descriptive content analysis was used in

evaluating of the interview data.

The findings of analysis performed on the sample of interviews showed
these effects on students’ religious identity: (1) school (teacher’s
characteristics, educational activities, and curriculum) (2) families
(economic issues, cultural level, religiosity, the type of the job and ...) (3)
social factors (media issues, cultural programs of mosques, government

officials, and religious bodies)

The results showed that orderly the most important factors in the formation
of students’ religious identity was parents’ religiousness, participating in
religious organizations and student clubs. The results also showed that a
number of high-ranking state officials and ineffective teachers had have been

negative results on the students' religious identity formation.
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Findings suggest that family education and religious upbringing of children
to education be taken seriously and religious organizations should organize
students with proper planning.

Keywords: Sources of Identity, Religious Identity, Mixed Methods and
High School Students
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